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PAGE 01 LIBREV 00637 301305Z 
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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-05 EUR-06 ISO-OO EB-05 RSC-01 DRC-01 /019W 

085707 

R 301213Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5452 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIBREVILLE 0637 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, BEXP, GB, US 

SUB J : TRANSGABON RAILROAD: NEGOTIATIONS FOR ENGINEERING 
CONTRACT 

REF: STATE 1 12393 

1. PLEASED TO HEAR THAT TAMS HAS BEEN CALLED BY OCTRA FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS PARIS BEGINNING JUNE 5 ON ENGINEERING CON- 
TRACT FOR OWENDO-BOOUE SECTION INCLUDING "HELP IN EVALUA- 
TION BIDS." 

2. WHILE WE BELIEVE THAT U.S. POSITION SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO BE, AS IT HAS BEEN IN PAST. NOT TO FAVOR ONE U.S. 

COMPANY OVER ANOTHER, IT HAD BECOME INCREASINGLY CLEAR PAST 
FEW WEEKS THAT GROUP, INCLUDING SOFRERAIL LIKELY TO BE 
CHOSEN IN VIEW GOG DESIRE TO HAVE SOFRERAIL INCLUDED. 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED THAT ENGINEERING CONSULTING 
CONSORTIUM WILL BE USED IN EVALUATION OF BIDS. MCKESSON 
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